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JUVENILE SYP PLEMENT 
PICTURE BOOKS 


Golden Books Simon & Schuster 
Publ. Paper over board $1.00 


* Williams, Garth- THE GOLDEN ANIMAL A.B.C.- Another Williams classic has the 
irresistible charm of his others- Baby Animals and Baby Farm Animals and from Alliga- 
tor to Zebra makes one of the best animal alphabets in a long time. From each of the 
shiny cardboard pages, one of his quizzically serious animals peers, and the three 
rabbits, who are building the alphabet, form a ubiquitous running comment on outstand- 
ing characteristics. Chuckly from way down. 


BOOKS TO READ ALOUD 


Tate, Elizabeth Lothrop, Lee & Shepard 
LITTLE TEDDY AND THE BIG SEA $2.50 


Bears a la people at the seashore are humorously human as their first day 
of vacation is described. With the beach umbrella as a base of operations, Teddy gets 
a swimming lesson, plays in the sand, has his first fight alone with the water and is 
ready to try it again. Kurt Werth's pictures, full of salt spray, are in bear browns 
® and sunset pastels. Nice ursas at the ocean. Sturdy cloth binding. (Publ. LC:53-6733) 


EASY READING 


Goldberg, Martha Holiday House 
THE TWIRLY SKIRT Cloth; $1.75 


Little girl doings end in breathless climax as Terry and her friend Jean who 
have planned a 8-year old birthday party together have to wait until the last minute 
before Jean's dress arrives. Party preparations, the girls' feelings about being 
"almost twins", and wishes comes true, are rather gentelly expressed but just right 
for the "best friend" stage. Refined drawings by Helen Stone. (Publ.) 












REPRINTS AND INEXPENSIVE EDITIONS 











Golden Play Books Simon & Schuster 
Publ. Paper; ea. 50¢ 





Bernhard, Hubert- WONDERS OF THE WORLD STAMPS- ills. G. Solonewitsch & 
Peter Spier 





Bleeker, Sonia- INDIAN STAMPS- ills: Walter Kumme 
Curran, Howard- INSECT STAMPS- ills: James Irving & Janet Rumely 
Cushman, Jean- AMERICAN HISTORY STAMPS- ills: Paul Kinnear & Raymond Pease 











These four latest additions to the series follow the same pattern of little- 
fingernail sketches of place, incident or fact- with a square for inserting one of the 
60 corresponding colored gummed stamps at the front of each book. The American History 
book is chronological and picks out main events, from Roanoke to the U.N. The insects 
have been done categorically, the Indians by cross-country tribal traits, and the won-— 
ders of the world in no particular arrangement but with broad coverage. The stamps 
have been done in traditionally garish and stagy colors, but the whole effect affords 
the young their golden opportunities for getting the facts. 
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-288- Reprints and Inexpensive Editions- continued 
Little Golden Bocks Simon & Schuster 
Publ. board; ea. 25¢ 
* Bemelmans, Ludwig- MADELINE- Here in reissue, brought down to little Golden © 


Book format, is the modern classic, first published in 1939. Nice surprise to have it 
made available for a mass market at this price. And that when its sequel is the Calde- 
cott winner. 

* Brown, Margaret Wise- THE FRIENDLY BOOK- With Garth Williams' pictures, per- 


fectly keyed to her verse, here are poems about the things Miss Brown liked:- cars, trains, 
fish, snow, people. The way she tells about them makes you love them too. Good reading aloud. 


Gottleib, William- LADDIE THE SUPERDOG- Doing a better job than most photograph- 
story books in this category, this tells of a lazy springer spaniel's dream that he can be- 
have like a superman. Quite convincing honey-colored trick pictures show Laddie reading, 
walking on water, disappearing. Read aloud. 

Grimm,Jacob & Wilhelm- adapted from- THE MUSICIANS OF BREMEN- J. P. Miller's 
patchwork pictures lend a modern charm and humor to the old fairy tale. A simply rewritten 
text keeps the original tone and the over-all effect is pleasing. 


Kean, Edward- HOWDY DOODY AND HIS MAGIC HAT- The moral inside comes out in this 
tale of the cowboy hero who wins a rodeo by native effort in spite of losing his magic hat 
right in the middle of the performance. Art Seiden's U.P.A. type pictures have their ar- 
tistic effect. More imaginative than most. 


EIGHT TO ELEVEN- FICTION 


West, Jerry Garden City 


THE HAPPY HOLLISTERS AT MYSTERY MOUNTAIN ea. 95¢ 
THE HAPPY HOLLISTERS AT SNOW FLAKE CAMP 
Continuing the series started last year (see p. 385) the first of these takes @ 


the Hollisters- Ricky, Pete, Sue, Holly, Pam and their parents, out to a friend's ranch 

in New Mexico. There they stumble on a mystery that not only reveals a cave full of old 
Indian relics but an underground stream that will provide a new water supply for the whole 
district. In the second, they pay a Thanksgiving visit to their grandparents' tourist 
camp in Canada- and do their bit for the community there too. For by winning a sled race, 
Pete the eldest incurs the anger of two crooks who are after his lead dog Fluff, and their 
_ trickery backfires to catch them red handed. Extremely patterned, these have a Bobbsey 
twin effervescence and a contrivance to their wide-eyed climaxes. Drawings by Helen S. 


Hamilton. 
EIGHT TO ELEVEN~ NON-FICTION 


Garland, Joseph, M. D. Houghton, Mifflin 
ALL CREATURES HERE BELOW $2.00 


A substantial beginners' survey of life and its forms on earth covers species 
and varieties from protozoa to genus homo and describes them in their general and as many 
particular characteristics as the short space provides for. A brief history of Earth's 
development precedes the classifications, and the comments on life cycles, habits, physical 
processes etc. Not of textbook quality (though on that score more labelling and clarifi- 
cation of rather stilted drawings by Rene Martin would have helped) this lends itself to 
home and supplementary reading for interested 8 to 11's. (Publ. LC: 53-10986) 


Schwartz, Julius Whittlesey House-McGraw-Hill 
THROUGH THE MAGNIFYING GLASS $2.50 
* The author of Jt’s Fun To know Why presents a marvellous approach to the won- @ 


ders of the natural world through the simplest of mechanisms, the magnifying glass. 
Divided into these sections- things around you, plants, animals and artifacts designed 
by man- the book does not stop with what can be seen directly through a lense. Using 
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the lens as a springboard, the author goes on to describe for example, atomic struc- 
ture as exemplified in the crystallization of salt, the life cycle of a spider, or 
the process of printing. Fine organization and clear pictures by Jeanne Bendick 
enhance inspiration. (4/28. LC: 54-6226) 


TWELVE TO SIXTEEN- FICTION 


Headliner Editions Hanover House-Doubleday 


6/7 ea. $1.50 


Noble, Hollister- WOMAN WITH A SWORD- condensed by Ruth Adams Knight 
Stone, Irving- IMMORTAL WIFE- condensed by Lavinia R. Davis 

Street, James- THE VELVET DOUBLET- condensed by James Street Jr. 
Wellman, Paul I.- THE IRON MISTRESS- condensed by James L. Summers 


"Condensed and simplified for quick reading" - say the publishers in regard 
to this new project of taking fairly recent best sellers, and adapting them to a mass 
market at a young adult level. Granted- competent writers who know the requirements 
of the teen age field have been recruited for the task. Granted - even in abridge- 
ment this particular group of books present exciting, fresh, relatively unexplored 
areas of our national history, and the authors write with a grasp and competence 
not always characterising similar presentations for teen agers. Granted - passages 
and situations and incidents that might offend the "careful" parent, librarian, etc. 
have been deleted or altered. BUT on the debit side, most of these books have al- 
ready passed muster for young adult reading. Are they important enough for those 
who would read them cut by more than half, watered down and emasculated, rather than 
in the more virile original form, to warrant such an experiment. Authors' names and 
selling power will capture some adult market, no doubt, among those who avoid long 
books. But among those in the market towards which it is aimed, this is secondary 
to the assurance of a first rate story. And this they still can claim.... Con- 
fessedly, we don't like the project, but are willing to watch the results. 


Richard, James Robert Lothrop, Lee &- Shepard 
PHANTOM MUSTANG $2.50 


A predictable western tells of 16 year old Billy Alden's successful summer 
at Wild Horse ranch in Arizona. While visiting friends,- the Wilsons and their two 
youngsters Betty and Dick,- Billy comes into contact both with the legendary phantom 
mustang and a gang of bank robbers hiding on the Wilson ranch. Captured by the crooks, 
Billy is rescued by the mustang who comes charging into them at an appropriate moment, 
enabling their capture. Two gun, spurs won. (Publ. ) 








Small, Sidney Herschel Oxford 
DANGEROUS DUTY $3.00 

Sidney Small's name is familiar to readers of his Saturday Evening Post 

Hong Kong stories. In the same vein, but with a slight switch in setting, here is 

an adventure of Commodore Perry's first mission to Japan that attributes part of the 

success of the venture on the doings of a cabin boy, Johnny Craig. When a prank 

misfires, a razor is found among the gifts presented to the Japanese nobles and is 

taken as an insult. Then, while hunting for the razor, Johnny is left behind when 

Perry's fleet leaves. Fortunately, he makes friends with Akiha Amakusa, son of 

one of the friendly nobles, lives with his family until Perry's return and is able 

through Akiha's influence to soften the enmity among the samurai and open the way 

to Japanese-American friendship. Slant-eyed cloak and dagger, contrived but credible. 

Rus Anderson's drawings are on the heavy side. (Publ. LC: 54-5709) 
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Special Note:- Again and again the question arises, Shall we include such and such a 
book in this section? The question- almost inevitably- hinges on whether or not "young © 


— 


adults" can be given a novel in which there is extra marital infidelity - or pre marital 
relations We feel that the upper teens (which we characterize as "young adults") live in 
an adult world and know such things happen. Should not the acid text be the good taste in 
handling, the reserves, the relation of the area of material in question to the main body 
of the story, the effect on the central characters. Surely we cannot give these young men 
and women POLLYANNA indefinitely. Two titles here included raised such points. Will 
you write us if you feel we are wrong in including them? 


Doubleday 


Roark, Garland 
STAR IN THE RIGGING $3.95 

Truth and fiction are ably merged in a story of the Texas Lone Star state 
Navy and the adventures of Capt. Jeremiah H. Brown who began service with Mexico but 
ended as captain of the /nvincible under the U. S. flag. For nautical exactness and 
history, this betters some of Roark's lusher venture; the double romance,though fast 
paced at times, has the right outcome. (Full report on p.271. 6/3. LC: 54-7316) 


Karig, Walter & Bird, Capt. Horace W. Rinehart 
DON'T TREAD ON ME $3.50 


Then and now John Paul Jones is a controversial figure and though this must 
pass with a word of warning to conservatives- as it treats of his dubious paternity, 
his involvements in scandals of mutiny, and his incredible achievements and mistreat- 
ments at the hands of some of the founding fathers- offer fine reading. His character 
is sympathetically drawn by a boy who grew up in the hard school of Jones' erratic @ 
career, and the book is of definite appeal to both armchair and professional sailors. 


(Full report on p. 274. 6/28. LC: 54-7074) 


PARENTS AND TEACHERS 


Praeger 


Muir, Percy 
ENGLISH CHILDREN'S BOOKS $8.00 
* Drawing from many reference books and from the actual sources themselves, 
Percy Muir has written a lucid critical analysis of the backgrounds of children's liter- 
ature in England from 1600 to the beginning of the 20th century. From the start, his 
sense of period and the cross sections of influences combine with criticism to make 
pleasurable reading. For the 17th century, when children's books had not yet been 
thought of per se, he uses a passage from an essay in the 7atler to discuss a boy's 
reading and as a point of departure for comment on fables, chivalric adventure, Mallory, 
the chapbooks, the moralistic calvinist writings, and the other elements that by 1750 
had become the foundations for the exploitation of a virgin market. Then the great 
names Of juvenile writing begin to emerge- with Isaac Watts and persuasive rhyme, with 
Newbery and publishing (although, says Muir, he "puffed" his books and did only half 
a dozen recreational titles), with the importing of European fairy tales- and on to 
Maria Edgeworth and the Taylors. But pressing hard was "the triumph of nonsense" 
with Lear, and the epitome to which all lead and from which all departed- Lewis Carroll. 
To them all- Muir turns his kind yet judicious eye that focusses their meaning for the 
present day as well. Illustrated profusely with plates and reproductions. Along with 
' @ritical History of Children's Literature, by Meigs et. al. (Macmillan 1953) this 
should be of marked value to the book world. (Publ. LC: 54-6656) @ 





